202               TURKEY IN TRAVAIL
Then your letter came and we wished to surrender, but
Tahir would have none of it and called us weaklings.
Then we were hunted again, and we determined to be
done with it.
" Yesterday in the afternoon Tahir went to the spring
to drink and left his rifle with me," he continued, raising
his voice that all might hear, for he was plainly proud
of his treachery, and I felt the gendarmes press in close
on their horses to hear the story.
" Then I and Jemil took the cartridges from his rifle,
and when he returned I spoke to him more roughly
and said that we had all to gain and nothing to lose
by surrender. But he cursed me for a coward and a
traitor and declared that he would never surrender to
be put in prison and he threatened me with his rifle.
In his rage he had not looked to see if it was loaded.
Then I fired all my five cartridges into him and we left
.him dead and came down and surrendered."
As he finished his story I heard the gendarmes sigh
and rein back their horses.
We came to the Village of the Lazzes set deep in
the forest and there found Husein Husni and the doctor
and the brother and wife of Tahir, and, after we had
eaten, we set out again taking them with us to identify
the body.
Tewfik led the way. We climbed up through the
forest by steep little paths, where the branches beat into
the rider's face. We came out under pine-trees where
the sand gave way and the pine-needles made the going
slippery, so that the mare picked up her steps warily.
We climbed by twisted mountain paths, over rocks, and